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Basketball Clinics 
 
Players from the Men’s Stingray Basketball Team visited this week to conduct 
Physical Education Clinics with our students. The children had so much fun and 
lots of laughs. They could not believe how tall the players were.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

GRANDPARENTS / SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY-  
NEXT WEDNESDAY 

 
As part of our EDUCATION WEEK celebrations we are inviting the grandparents 
or special friends of our children to spend time in class with us between 12.30 and 
1.30pm next Wednesday the 18th of May. You are invited to bring some lunch to 
share but we ask that any food that you bring to school does not contain peanuts, 
cashews or eggs. Invitations have already gone home with your children. This  
celebration is always very popular and loads of fun. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Stall- Parent Involvement is just fantastic! 
Thank you to Gab, Candice, Nadine and Amanda for helping out with the our 
Mother's Day stall. We love you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pink Team-Community Service 
Our Pink Team fundraising is under way. Thank you to our Pink Team leaders 
Georgia and Remi and team member Kenny for volunteering for the first        
fundraising event. Well done to Georgia for organising all the items that are for 
sale. Great Student Leadership! 
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No School on Curriculum Day- Next Thursday May 19th 

 
The next Curriculum day will be held on the 19

th
 of May. The staff will 

be involved Mathematics Professional  Development with numeracy 
consultant Michael Ymer.  
 
Curriculum Day Care- Please contact the Kelly Club on 0401 021 581 
to book your May 19th places for care.  
 
Save the date-Term 3 Curriculum Day will be August the 9th. 
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OWL WORDS_what are they? 
Learning High Frequency Words - So Important! 
 
High frequency words are the words that appear frequently in the things that we read. 
When we write, there are many high frequency words that we will use. As parents, 
some of you may know them as ’sight’ words. These high frequency words do not  
often follow the ’rules’ for sounding out words (decoding) in reading or recording 
sounds when writing.   
 
Learning how to recognise these words immediately is very important. Spelling these 
words automatically is also critical. Once a child slows down to try and ’sound out’ a 
word that does not follow traditional ’phonics’ patterns it will slow them down in    
reading and writing and they will lose meaning (understanding or comprehension of 
what they are reading).  This can then lead to poor reading skills, low confidence    
levels and a reluctance to read– a negative learning experience.  Children who are 
able to read the High Frequency Words can recognise these word easily and so rely 
less on decoding and focus more on comprehension.  
 
We use the Oxford Word List (OWL) because it is researched based and it is current 
research. The research was based on nearly 4000 writing samples of Australian    
children and the research is endorsed by the University of Melbourne. The research 
also showed that children will write what their peers understand. The research papers 
are freely available online.  
 The word lists are openly available. Just click on the following link—  
http://www.oup.com.au/primary/professional_support/research/oxford_wordlist 
 

You can also download flash cards and the OWL bingo game. You can play 

‘concentration’ and ‘snap’ with cards too.  
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GAMES and Fun 
How you can help at home– OWL WORDS 
 
Practising for long periods of time and drilling your children can actually have a 
negative outcome and put your child off learning at school as well at home. 
  
A little bit of practice– say five minutes a day– everyday- is better than half an 
hour.  
Learning should be fun so here are some games you play if you download the 
OXFORD WORD LIST resources. 
 
CONCENTRATION – You will need two sets of high frequency cards. Shuffle the 
cards and turn them face down on the floor /bench/table. Each player takes a turn 
to make a match.  The player must read the word to be able to keep the match 
and the player with most matches is the winner. 
 
FISH- You will need two sets of high frequency cards. Shuffle them, and give five 
cards to your child and yourself (or each player). The rest of the cards are put 
face down on the middle. Take it in turns- each player must read their word and 
ask for a match from another player. If no one else has the matching card, the 
player has to pick a card from the middle. Each person keeps their own matches 
and the player with most matches is the winner. 



 

 

 

 
 

Don’t tell anyone!!!! 
 

Someone told us that they had Blueberry 

pancakes, some warm milo, smoothies, and 

banana porridge at Breakfast Club. Yummmm! 

Breaky Club is open Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday every week at 8.30am.           

check it out! 
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District Cross Country Carnival 
 

On Wednesday of last week some MLC and SLC students (31 

in total) went to Barwon Heads Village Green to compete in 

the District Cross Country.  

 

Ten students made it to the next level and they will be         

participating in the Geelong Division Cross Country on    

Tuesday 24th of this month. Congratulations to those people!  

 

It was fun participating in the 2km and 3km races and also we 

played a lot of games at the end and were lucky enough to get 

some lolly snakes to keep our energy levels up!  

 

Thank you to Ms Smales for organizing the Barwon Heads 

Cross Country for the students that qualified. Go PPS! 
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DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
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School Fruit and Vegetable Garden Volunteers 
 

We are seeking any parents/grandparents or friends that 

would like to volunteer in our Fruit and Vegetable Garden. 

You choose what you would like to help with. 

Some things to do include-  
 

 Watering 

 Planting 

 Weeding 

 Harvesting  

 Preparing fruit and veggies for distribution to the        

 children.  Helping during the MLC garden classes 

 Collecting seeds and cuttings 

 Potting  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Portarlington   

Primary School is excited to be participating.  

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in     

recognition of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a 

competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of 

books by 9 September 2016. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books 

with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged 

to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement 

signed by the Victorian Premier and can choose to have their name included on 

the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to appear on the 

Honour Roll, please sign the form that went home this week and return it to 

Wendy or the office as soon as possible.  Any questions please see Wendy. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more           

information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
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"please remember"  that foods such as quiche, bacon and egg pie etc are not  

included due to our egg free policy. 
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ANGRY BIRD NEST RECIPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

 1 slice wholemeal bread 

 1 slice white bread 

 filling of choice 

 cheese discs (eyes) 

 green beans (eyes) 

 carrot pieces (beak) 

 2 grape tomatoes (feet) 

 

Method 

1. Place the white bread disc over one of the wholemeal bread discs and, using a 9cm 

cutter, cut out the lower part of the birds face, carefully cutting through both pieces 

of bread. 

2. Discard the large section from the white bread and the small section from the    

wholemeal bread. 

3. Spread the whole round of wholemeal with your desired filling. 

4. Place the cut wholemeal piece at the top of the disc and the small white cut section at 

the bottom to form the mouth/beak region. 

5. Using cream cheese, glue the crusts on as eyebrows, the cheese discs plus green bean 

slices for eyes and the carrot pieces for the beak. 

6. Line a lunch box with sprouts or crispy noodles to form a nest. 

Place the Angry Bird sandwich over nest and finish with 2 grape tomatoes for feet.
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We have recently achieved    
recognition for the Tobacco    
Control component of The Healthy 
Together Achievement Program by 
successfully meeting State wide 
benchmarks.  This means we now 
have achieved four areas including 
Sun Protection, Physical Activity, 

Healthy Eating and Oral Health. Well done to our 
Healthy Together Team and Portarlington Primary 
School community. 

 



 

 

 

Calendar 

 

Keeping our Beautiful  

Children Safe in the Sun! 

Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of  

September  until the 1st of May each year. 

 

 

 

MAY 

 

4th May  District Cross Country 

4th May  Whole School Dental Program 

5th May  Mothers Day Staff Fundraiser 

16th May  Education Week 

17th May  School Council 

18th May  Special Visitors Grandparents Day 

19th May  Curriculum Day (Student Free Day) 

24th May  Division Cross Country 

25th—27th May Grade 3 & 4 Camp  

26th May   Lightening Premiership AFL/Netball  

   Grade 5 & 6 

   National Sorry Day 

29th May  Market  

 

JUNE 

 

2nd June  Soup at School Day 

9th June  Region Cross Country Keilor 

10th June  National Celtic Festival 10th—13th 

   Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

21st June  School Council 

24th June  End Term 2—2.30 pm finish 

   Red Nose Day 

26th June  Market 

 

 

 

 

JULY 

 

11th July  Term 3 Starts 

14th July  State Cross Country 

19th July  School Council 

31st July  Market 

16th August  School Council 

28th August  Market 

 

AUGUST 

9tj August  Curriculum Day (Student free day) 

15th –19th Aug Book Fair 

16th August  School Council 

28th August  Market 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

16th September Dress Up Footy Day 

25th September Market 

 

OCTOBER 

 

3rd October  Term 4 starts 

13th October Pink Day 

18th October School Council 

30th October  Market 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

9th November Whole School Dental Program 

15th November School Council 

27th November Market 

 

DECEMBER 

 

5th—16th  Swimming whole school 

7th December Grade 3-6 Swimming Carnival 

19th December End of Year Assembly 

20th December End of year 1.30pm finish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Calendar 

Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change. 



 

 

 
 

                    Reminders…….. 

FANCY A CUPPA? - PARENT CONNECT  

Monday Morning at 9am at the Bakehouse Portarlington 

Our Parent Connect team is now meeting at the Portarlington Bakehouse for an 

informal chat and coffee. It’s a great way for like minded parents to get          

together and chat..  

See Gabrielle Waller or Karen Button  

for more information. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

FUNDRAISING 

 

We're very excited to be fundraising with Entertainment™ this 

year. Order your NEW 2016 | 2017 Entertainment™ Books and 

Entertainment™ Digital Memberships from us today, and 20% 

of the proceeds contribute towards our fundraising!  

Portarlington  Primary …….. 

Available as a traditional Entertainment 
Book - or - Digital Membership on your 
smartphone, your Membership gives you 
over $20,000 worth of valuable offers 
valid through to 1 June 2017!  
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Sprouts Lunch orders on Fridays: 

 

Lunch orders are available every Friday. You will need to set up a log in at 

www.sproutscanteen.com and order from the Portarlington menu only. 

  

Payment is made online. Orders need to be lodged by 8am Friday morning but 

preferably the night before. Late orders will not be processed. The menu is  

delicious, so give it a go. Orders are delivered to the school at 1.15pm. 

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

School Uniform: 

The students are looking amazing in their complete uniforms. If you can’t find an 

item, please ask, as we will do our best to make sure that we keep them all  

looking part of a team. 

 

Hair: hair that is past shoulder length is to be tied up 

Nail polish other than clear is not welcome 

Bike shorts are only to be worn under a skirt or dress, not as a uniform item. 

Leggings (dark blue only) can be worn under shorts, dress or skirt, not worn by 

itself with a long T shirt. 

Shoes – runners or black school shoes only 

Hair ties – dark blue or red 

Jewellery- only sleepers or stud ear rings. No necklaces or any kind for safety.  

 

* * * * * * * * 

IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY AWARD 

1ST—  JLCKT 

2ND— JLC MERCER 
 

http://www.sproutscanteen.com
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Reminder-Student Supervision 
Staff supervise the school yard between 8.40—9am, 11-11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and  

3.15-3.30pm.  

Children arriving at school before 8.40am must be booked into the  

before school care program,  Kelly Club,  no supervision is provided before this time.  

Yard Supervision 
Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  

fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and 

staff room during break times.  Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the 

 library. 

Active Travel 
Wednesdays are Walk to School Days .  

Please make sure that you are walking a safe 
route when you come to school.  We have 
spotters looking out for children being active 
and staying safe.   
The Allan Family CONGRATULATIONS on      be-
ing a safe active traveller this fortnight. 
Well Done!! 

Nude Food Lunch Boxes 

Congratulations  

Nathan & Jordan Robinson 

An amazing lunch box with  

NO WRAPPERS !!!!!! 

Washing Roster  

First Aid Room 
16th May—Donna Turpin 

23rd May—Jo Pepyat 
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Levi Lacey   Understanding a half is two equal parts 

Leah Bowlen  Being an attentive listener and a kind friend always, everyday.  You’re a Star!! 

Archie Hearn  Being persistent with his work all week 

Freya Oldfield  Meeting classroom expectations with her consistent organisation 

Dylan Connell  Challenging himself throughout the division unit 

Marcus Rosman  Being studious, responsible and kind 

Polly Briggs   Her outstanding, confident performances in drama 

Tomi Madigan  Showing great determination to take risks in his learning and close his lunchbox                                                          

            when it was tricky to do 

Michael Oldfield  Displaying his understanding of re-tells 

Aedan Field  Writing a heart-felt description of war from the point of view of a soldier 

Trey Ziebowski  Creating a powerful persuasive writing piece with strong and convincing  

     arguments 

Aja Sewell   Showing great improvement in multiplication. Well done Aja!! 

Aiden Moroney  Transforming into a Lattice Multiplication Machine 

Lex Van Dorssen  Transforming into a Lattice Multiplication Machine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Award:   

Mia Soall  -  practising her writing skills and showing amazing progress. 

                                 Alistair Wicks  -  Improving in reading and writing WOW 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry investigates lower P-Plate age 
 

Should Victoria lower the driving licence age to 17? 
A parliamentary inquiry is asking young Victorians and the greater community to have their say in the conversation and 
make written submissions for or against lowering the driving age to seventeen.  
As part of the inquiry, the Victorian Parliament’s Law Reform, Road and Safety Committee wants to find out what the  
impacts could be of reducing the driving age. 
‘Other Australian states and territories have a minimum age of 17 for P-plate licences,’ said Committer Chair Geoff     
Howard. 
‘We want to find out whether Victoria should be matching that minimum age.’ 
Schools and students should think about the following questions and consider making a written submission. 
Could a lower P-Plate age assist young people access employment, study and training? 
Would a lower driving age affect the road toll? 
What other impacts might occur with a change in licence age? 
As part of the inquiry, the Committee will be considering the adequacy of transport services for young Victorians,         
particularly in regional areas. 
Written submissions are due by 30 May 2016 and public hearings will then be held in Melbourne and regional Victoria. 
To make a written submission to the inquiry, see:  
Lowering the probationary driving age in Victoria to seventeen -        Parliamentary inquiry 
For more information about the inquiry, see: Law Reform, Road and Community Safety - Parliamentary inquiries\ 

+ + + 
 

Call for volunteers 

Drive a train or help our miniature railway in other ways!  

 
Do you enjoy being part of the Portarlington community? If so, we are looking for 
YOU!!! 
The Portarlington Bayside Miniature Railway is located at the end of Point Richards 
Road.  We are fully non-profit and run totally by volunteers.  
We are currently seeking community volunteers for the following positions: gardens 
and ground keeping, train drivers, station assistants, kiosk staff, maintenance crews 
If we have enough volunteers, we hope to extend the line, add tunnels and much 
more. 
If this sounds like something for you, please call Brian on 0476 124 598. 
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Get Involved!  Volunteers needed for the National Celtic Festival  
 

The National Celtic Festival is coming up fast and excitement is building as we 
gear up for another great festival.  
The festival runs from Friday 10 June to Monday 13 June. 
The program has some of the best international and national artists. 
We invite you to be a part of our fantastic volunteer team that makes this       
Portarlington festival a reality.  
Please visit the National Celtic Festival website to register as a volunteer  
http://www.nationalcelticfestival.com/ 
If you are interested in being a billet for festival performers or want more             
information, please contact ncf.anna@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Social Dancing is back!! 
 
1.30 – 5.00pm, Sunday 15 May at the Portarlington Senior Citizens Hall,          
Newcombe Street. 
What a great way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 
Gents – polish up your dancing shoes and ladies – freshen up your dancing 
frock.  At long last you need them again! 
Dance your favourite steps.  Don’t know the dances?  Go along watch and in no 
time you’ll be on the floor. 
Cost is $5.00 and includes light refreshments. 
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