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What is STEM? 

When we combine Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing and Maths, our children are involved in a hands-

on curriculum based on real world problem solving. 

The Arts can also be included and sometimes you will 

see this referred to as STEM.  

As part of our school review and the development of 

our strategic plan 2015-2018, STEM was included one 

of our future directions and a priority. STEM related 

jobs are the way of the future. At school we are show-

ing our children how the STEM subjects are blended 

and how they apply to our daily lives. Even as babies 

and toddlers, our children have been developing their 

curiosity, testing hypotheses and asking questions. 

STEM learning begins at a very young age and we are 

building on this and further developing our childrenõs 

skills in these areas. 

Over the past 18 months, the staff have been involved 

in professional development in a range of STEM are-

as. Last year we had a major focus on developing our 

Inquiry topics based on STEM. This year a specific fo-

cus has been on our MATHEMATICS program with the support of Michael Ymer (consultant). In 

addition to this, lunch time groups are frequently held for STEM activities including our current 

SOLAR BOAT building program for interested students in years 3 -6. Last year, we competed in 

Geelong, at Science Works and in Adelaide. We came 4th in the state with our first entry. We 

have purchased 4 new Mac Book Computers for each learning community and this is supporting 

our GREEN SCREEN program. Our Art show next month, will not only showcase the childrenõs 

creative talents but also support the purchase of a 3D PRINTER that will support our          

technology and design program within the Arts curriculum.  

 



 

 

 

STEM EDUCATION 

The year 5 and 6 students are currently collecting data on our rainfall for the Bureau of         

Meteorology. All students are involved in a variety of STEM learning tasks including the        

combination of Music and Science in prep and LIQUIDS, SOLIDS and GASES in year 3-4.   

This week the children in years 3-6 will be involved in sessions around 3D Printing and CODING. 

These areas will become part of our curriculum from 2017 along with ROBOTICS.  

 

 

Portarlington  Primary éé.. 

Engineeringð without any 

assistance can you make 

a tower that stands up 

by itself? 

STEMð exploring Force and Procedural Writing. How to build a chair 

lift! 

Challenge: Using any materials, can you build a tower that is 10 unfix 

blocks high and has a lean of 3 unifix blocks? 

Floating and Sinkingð 

testing, observing,  

questioning, collecting 

data and learning new 

vocabulary. 

Problem Solving at the Tinker Table! (including 

wearing your safety glasses!) 


