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Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners 

Lots of Love  -  X O X O -  
Talk about cute and caring! The children in our school range from 4 to 13 years old. It has been a 
very privileged week to listen to all the special stories about the amazing people in our kids lives. 
Families are different and the same. Parents are different and the same. Caregivers are different and 
the same. What is the same? Children need us and we need them. We love them. We care for them 
and we nurture them. They love us to bits! 
There has been a variety of different activities going on this week to reflect on how special some 
people are to our students. This included our little pop-up gift shop.  Thank you to Paula, Amanda, 
Karen, Nadine and Jo for helping us with the Mother’s Day stall.  
To all the special mums, nannas, sisters, aunties and dear friends who care for our children, we hope 
you have a really lovely Mother’s day X O X O. 

The New Sand Pit is a Hit! 
We recently installed a brand new, big sandpit next to the play equipment. It is full of lovely, fresh 
washed sand. We will be purchasing some equipment soon for the children to use but in the mean 
time they are being very creative and imaginative with the games they are playing during lunch times 
and at recess. If anyone has any toys in working order such as diggers, graders, tea sets, trucks, small 
dinosaurs or anything suitable for sand play, we would be so grateful if you would like to donate 
them to our school.  
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Geelong Cats Visit 
Members of the Geelong Cats AFL Team visited our school this week. They talked to the children and   
responded to questions about good nutrition (see the photo below for the interactive lunch box) and 
how it is linked to performance and learning.  They discussed the importance of hydration and reducing 
screen time ,as well as trying be as active as you can to have lots of fun and keep healthy. Thank you to 
Renee Aloi for organising this wonderful opportunity for our children.  

 
 

Student Voice– New Music over the PA System! 
We involve our children in 
lots of decision making at 
school. Last term we       
surveyed the children to 
find out what music they 
would like to hear as they 
bounce into class. The most 
popular artists were Katie 
Perry, Justin Timberlake and 
Bruno Mars. We are        
certainly ‘gettin’ jiggy wid 
it!’ as we dance our way into 
learning each day. 
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Lightning Premiership 
The students have been training at lunch 
and recess times for the annual inter-
school Lightning Premiership on Monday 
the 15th of May. Our House Captains and 
Student Leaders have been doing a very 
effective job of coordinating equipment, 
organising the practice and also umpiring.  
Good Luck for Monday! Go Demons! 

 

 
Curriculum Day 
On May the 1st all staff attended professional learning day to 
further develop our skills and knowledge about the most cur-
rent, research and evidence based teaching and learning 
strategies.  
There are 9 main strategies that have a high impact on     
learning. 
 
Our staff are continually learning and developing expertise. 
Research, Best Practice and Evidenced-Base Professional 
learning for staff (including our education support staff) is a 
critical component in ensuring  high quality learning growth 
for our children. 

 
Many of the teachers recognised that they were incorporating these strategies already into 
the instructional practice however we can improve in this area, through developing a greater 
depth knowledge of the strategies and strategically planning for including them in the weekly 
classroom planning.  
 

This curriculum day related to our 4 school strategic plan (high impact strategies).                
The following web link will take you to an explanation of these strategies if you are interested 
to learn more.  

http://www.middleweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Marzanos-Nine.pdf 
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Cross Country Running Champs - Our School Values on Show! 
Congratulations to all of our children who competed in our recent District Cross Country event at  
Barwon Heads.  We were lucky with the weather and all of  our athletes showed amazing persistence 
and effort whilst racing their little hearts out! It was terrific that they were able to put their training 
into practice.  
We would like to pass on some positive feedback that we received at school with regards to our    
students who attend this cross country event, from a member of the parent community (who was a 
volunteer at the race, with directing the kids and keeping them on track from another school). 
Mel said that out of all the schools attending,  our students were the only ones who said “Thank 
you”  when she gave them directions while they were running.  
She was so impressed with the manners and smiles our students gave that it “made her day and what 
a credit to the teaching staff for having well mannered students”. The children were given this      
feedback at our assembly this week. Congratulations to our wonderful children. Thank you to the   
parents who helped out on the day and to Renee Aloi and Rhiannah Sgarbi for their coordination of 
the event.  
Congratulations and good luck to Kaleb, Emie, Lara, Evander, Mykala, and Chloe who have  qualified 
for the next round at Eastern Gardens.  



 

 

 
NAPLAN  
Well done to our year 3 and 5 and students who have sat the NAPLAN tests this week.  Thank you to Brad 
Greenwood, Brooke McLaren, Katlyn Marchbank, Rhiannah Sgarbi and NAPLAN coordinator Chris Hester 
for their work ensuring that the process ran smoothly. Schools are randomly audited by external observers 
and it was our turn this year. The auditor left our school and said that our teachers and children were  
METICULOUS with the process. How awesome is that! Our children understand that tests are a part of life 
and they help us to understand what we need to teach them next. All the children were aiming for their 
personal best which was just fabulous to hear! 
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Student Voice– Pop-Up Drumming! 
 

When we surveyed our chil-
dren about what they would 
like to be able to do as extra 
activities at recess and 
lunchtime – drumming was 
a popular choice. Thank you 
Margaret and Mr. O’Hara for 
helping to ‘’beat it!” during 
lunch time. 

 
 
 

SPECIAL PERSONS DAY 
 

On Friday the 19th May we are holding our Special  
Persons Day here at our school.  It’s a fun filled  
Afternoon of games, activities and a chance to 
have a look at our wonderful school. Bring along a   
picnic lunch to share with the students….please      
remember we  are a NUT FREE SSCHOOL!  
So keep an eye out for those special invitations  
and we hope to see you there! 
  

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

  
  

           Just A Little Reminder….. 
   
       That the funds you have been raising for Jump Rope for Heart 
needs to be returned to the school office or online by Friday June 2nd. 

 Well done to everyone who is collecting donations!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second hand clothing sale ……. 
 
Winter is almost upon us and we have lots of stock for sale at 
great prices in the second hand uniform shop. If you would like 
to grab some good quality uniforms  at great bargain prices, 
please pop in and see the front office staff  who will happily 
show you to the second hand uniform shop! 
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CONGRATULATIONS PREPS 50 DAYS AT SCHOOL!  
 
 

 This week our Preps celebrate 50 days at school       
together, what a wonderful achievement to you all.         
It has been 50 days of fun, learning, creative play and 
special time with their buddies. The preps even 
learned how to count to 50 on their hands, that’s a lot 
of little fingers! Well done to all the preps, let’s make 
the next 50 just as fun! 
 

 



 

 

  
 CELEBRATE THE MARVEL OF MOTHERHOOD, NOT PARENTHOOD! 
 BY MICHAEL GROSE 
 
It’s an interesting time for me to write about motherhood. In the last eighteen months both my daughters 
have become first time mums. 
Watching them as parents has refreshed my perspective on motherhood. It’s not the techniques and strate-
gies they use that are important rather their desire to connect to their children and fully embrace being a 
mum that’s paramount. All their subsequent parenting success springs from their willingness to fully give 
themselves over to motherhood. 
 
My close encounter with my daughters as mothers has reminded me how emotion-charged being a mum 
can be. Besotted-ness, fatigue, joy, fulfilment and doubt are just some of the feelings that I have witnessed 
in my daughters in their early years of parenting. No doubt any mothers reading this can add plenty more. 
Over the last few months I’ve conducted a series of parenting seminars on the topic of raising independent 
children. The main message of raising children to be self-sufficient rather  than to overprotect and spoil 
them has been in some ways at odds with what is seen as good mothering. That’s because the notion of 
protectiveness aligns more with mothering than fathering. 
However you can be a protective mum and still raise self-sufficient, independent kids – you just need to 
know when kids need protecting and when they need to work things out for themselves. Mothers attuned 
to their kids and who are confident in their own abilities and instincts generally get the balance right. In a 
way, they know when to be a mum and when to be a parent. 
 
Mothering is emotional and instinctive 
Being a mother is not always rational, as parenting is often made out to be. The emotion attached to moth-
erhood drives you to fight hard to protect your children, work assiduously to right any wrongs on their 
behalf, and exhaust yourself looking after their physical and psychological well-being. 
As I’ve been reminded watching my daughters raise their own children, mothering is relational rather than 
rational. You may grow out parenting by making yourself redundant, but mothering is something you 
never grow out of. You are a mum for life. 
Kids want their mothers, not their parents 
 
Kids of all ages say, “That’s my mum!” They don’t say, “That’s my parent!” (They may say that when 
they are annoyed or embarrassed by you, but that’s another story.) 
Boys and girls of all ages generally love their mothers unconditionally, whereas they merely put up with 
their parents, particularly during adolescence. They can live without their parents, or so they think, but 
deep down they know they can’t live without the one person who has a blind spot for them, overlooking 
all their faults. That person, of course, is their mother. 
When kids of all ages get into emotional difficulty or their lives become too hard, they generally go look-
ing for their mums. They only look for their ‘parent’ when they want some money, or want someone to 
get them out of a jam! 
 
As Mother’s Day approaches it’s worth remembering that it’s mothers and fathers, real women and men, 
who raise kids. Parenting is a managerial, twentieth century construct. That’s why we have Mother’s Day 
(and Father’s Day) rather than Parent’s Day. 
I hope you have a good one! 
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Eggs and Egg Products are Now Permitted at Portarlington 
Primary School. 

 
For the past 7 years, we have had children enrolled who 
have suffered life threatening and severe anaphylactic  
reactions to eggs and items containing egg products. 
These children have now left our school. 
According to our current records, we do not have any 
children listed with anaphylactic reactions to eggs or egg 
products.  If any parents have children with anaphylactic 
reactions to eggs or egg products or  anything else, a 
management plan from a doctor is required (as with 
asthma or any other anaphylactic reactions to food  
products, bee stings, stone fruit, shell fish etc) and the 
school must be informed so that the appropriate  
policies, guidelines and education processes can be put 
into place. 
 
Foods containing Peanuts and Cashews are still NOT 
PERMITTED at our school because we have children 
with life threatening and severe anaphylactic           
reactions to these nuts.  
Thank you for your understanding with this matter and 
for respecting the safety of our children.  
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Car Parking –Pick Up and Drop Off 
 
It is a really exciting time for our school with our new building rising out from the ground. With increased cars 
and deliveries, car parking can become difficult. Families are reminded that for our CHILDREN'S SAFETY it is 
illegal to park next to the school crossings in Newcombe and Fisher Streets. Cars parked too close to the  
crossings reduces visibility and puts children at risk. Thank you to everyone who is helping us out to keep the 
students safe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Help Line-1800 55 1800 
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STUDENT AWARDS 
 

Principal’s Weekly Award 
 
Chloe Zahl…..Showing a dedication to improving her own learning in 
multiplication. Very impressive! 
 
Keira Turpin…..Verbalising her reading comprehension to a high    
standard. 
 
Flora Briggs…..Outstanding use of descriptive words and phrases. 
 
Emily Zuidema…..Always listening respectfully to others. 
 
Mikyla Burnett…..Putting up her hand (responsibly) to share her ideas 
and understandings in class. 
 
Gemma Holmes Wilkie…..Arriving at school on time each morning. 
 
Angel Boothroyd…..Being at school everyday this term with a big smile 
on her face. 
 
Owen De’Araugo…..Always being enthusiastic about his learning. 
 
Max Singleton…..Being a confident and persistent writer. 
 
Sierra Polwarth-Schuster…..Persevering with her arrays to complete 
multiplication questions. 
 
Principals Award 
 
Lachie Reilly…..Helping the preps to learn their OWL Words. 
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Enter at the Office only-  

Reminders have been sent to all parents about the use of the front office doors to en-

ter the building. To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use 

other doors to enter the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to 

classrooms at any time without signing in at the office and discussing their needs with 

an office staff member. 

Thank you for your understanding. 



 

 

 

 
 

..learning & learning & learning  

Keeping our Beautiful Children Safe in the Sun! 
Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of  
September  until the 1st of May each year. 

May 
 
12th May  Bush Festival in Portarlington 
16th May  Lightning Premiership 
16th  May  School Council 
19th May  Grandparents Day 12-1.30pm 
22nd May  Education Week 
May 30th   Division Cross Country – 

  Geelong (selected students) 
31st May-2nd Jun    SLC Camp—Cave Hill Creek 
 
JUNE 
9th June  Celtic Festival 
12th June  Queen’s Birthday -NO SCHOOL 
14th—16th June MLC Camp Sovereign Hill 
29th   Prep –2 RACV Street scene        

  safety program 
30th June  Last Day of Term 2—2.30pm 
 
 

July 
17th July   Curriculum Day-NO SCHOOL 
18th July  Term 3 Starts 
25th July  3 Way Conferences 
 
August 
1st August  ES Month begins 
4th August  Principal’s Day 
14th—19th Aug    Book Fair  
16th—18th Aug   Bio Lab Incursion  
22nd August Athletics– Landy Field 
25th August Book Week Parade 
29th August School Concert  TBC 
 
September 
22nd Sept  Footy Dress Up Day 
   Last day of Term 3  -  2.30pm 
October 
9th October Start of Term 4 
18th October Inter-School Soccer  
20th October Buddies Excursion 
25th October Geelong Cup—Public Holiday 
                                   -NO SCHOOL 
27th October Pink Day  
30th October Teacher’s Day 
 
November 
11th November Remembrance Day 
14th—16th  Life Ed Van 
21st November Kinder Transition 
24th November White Ribbon Day 
   Year 2 Sleep over 
28th November Volunteers Morning Tea 
   Kinder Transition 
 
December 
1st December Carols—Parks Hall   P-2 
5th December Orientation 
    Day Whole School Transition 
6th—15th Dec  Swimming 
20th December Final Assembly– 12 noon 
   Year 6 Graduation 
21st December Swimming Carnival 3 –6 
22nd December Last day of School  -  1.30pm 
 

2017 School Calendar 

Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change. 



 

 

Emergency Management–  

We practise our emergency management plan every term. These procedures  
include on and off site evacuations and lock downs. To report any emergency please 
dial 000 

* * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shut The Gates Please 
Could everyone leaving / arriving the school throughout the day please close the 

gates.  
* * * * * * * * *  

NO SMOKING 
Thank you for role modelling healthy behaviours. We have a NO SMOKING    policy.  
This includes - 

NO SMOKING on footpaths around the school or 
while you are picking up or  
dropping off children. You must go over the road. 
NO SMOKING in cars parked around our school at 
any time.  
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Reminder-Student Supervision 
 

Staff supervise the school yard between 8.40—9am, 11-11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and  
3.15-3.30pm.  
Children arriving at school before 8.40am must be booked into the  
before school care program  Kelly Club as no supervision is provided before this time.  
 

Yard Supervision 
 

Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and 
staff room during break times.  Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the 
 library. 

Walk to School Wednesday 
Great to see so many active travellers  
already! Leave your car at one of the 
markers—front of ARCARE (Wiffen Park, 
or two in Newcombe St) and walk, ride, 
scoot or skate with the children from 
there.  
 

Nude Food Lunch Boxes 

Bring lunch and snacks that are  

not dressed in any packaging  

 and food that is wearing less  

sugar, salt and fat.  

 
Washing Roster  
First Aid Room 

19TH May  Carly Sutherland          
26th May Rebecca Pavez 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Portarlington Primary School  is excited to 
be participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read 
a set number of books by 8 September 2017. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your 
child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to your school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
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http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

